
TRAFFIC PATTERN SHENANIGANS
The following are just some of non-standard actions other pilots will 
 make. Some are mistakes. Some are intentional. This is one of the many 
 reasons we want to keep high situational awareness in the pattern!
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FLYING THE WRONG TRAFFIC PATTERN
 In this case the pilot is flying right tra�c
 when they should be flying left tra�c.
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STRAIGHT-IN
 
 

EARLY CROSSWIND
 Caution, this often puts the
 aircraft right in the path
 of aircraft inbound on the 45°
 
 

OVERHEAD
 Mostly used by military aircraft
 that use the turn from final to downwind 
 to slow and configure for landing.
 
 

JUST BECAUSE SOMEONE
 SAYS THEY'RE ON THE "FORTY-FIVE"
 DOESN'T MEAN THEY'RE RIGHT.

If your pattern entry has to get
 this creative, you might be doing
 something wrong.
 
 
 
 
 
 

MID-FIELD CROSSWIND ENTRY
 Sometimes pilots will just call this
 a "crosswind entry" over the radio. 
 The FAA used to recommend this entry
 and many pilots still use it.
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360°
 Often used for spacing from 
 other aircraft.
 
 

"45°"
 (wrong pattern direction)
 
 

"45°"
 (It's actually 135°)
 
 

"45°"
 (looks like 90°)
 
 


